
AGENDA 
IN-DEPTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MAY 9, 2019 – 7:00 P.M. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS – CITY HALL 

 
 
 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Roll Call 

 
3. Resolution Approving a Sidewalk or Street Café Easement Agreement 

 
Presented for City Council’s consideration is a Resolution to approve a sidewalk or street 
café easement agreement for Avenue Subs.  
 
Is there a motion to adopt this resolution as submitted?  

 
4. Review Revisions to the Rental Housing Code 

 
5. Presentation of Draft Capital Improvement Plan 

 
6. Review Code Requirements for Storm Shelters 

 
7. Review Hard Surfacing 

 
8. Adjournment 

 
 

 



DOC#2019-0139

CITY OF MUSCATINE

IN-DEPTH CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

Council Chambers - 7:00 p.m. - May 9, 2019

Mayor Diana Broderson called the City Council In-Depth meeting for Thursday, May 9, 2019, to
order at 7:00 p.m. Councilmembers present were: Spread, Brockert, Saucedo, Brackett, Malcolm and
Fitzgerald. Councilmember Harvey was absent.

Councilmember Fitzgerald moved to adopt Resolution #2019-0135, approving a Sidewalk or Cafe
Easement Agreement with Avenue Subs. Seconded by Councilmember Spread.

Vote 6 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent (Harvey); motion carried

Assistant Community Development Director, Andrew Fangman, gave an overview of the process
being used to update the City Codes for Rental Housing. Mr. Fangman stated the intent of the update was
to 1) centralize all provisions in the City Code relating to rental housing into one single chapter, 2) make
the regulatory language easier to understand, 3) streamline rental licensing, registration, and inspection
process, and 4) update the standards.

Mr. Fangman stated before finalizing a draft there were three items that needed to be presented to
City Council for consideration. First, staff recommended removing the required annual self-inspection of
rental properties stating it has caused more work and no benefits. Second, staff recommended the removal
of annual registration and suggested stricter requirements on rental property owner and manager contact
information. Third, staff presented two options for screen requirements for City Council to consider in order
to move forward. Option A) All openable windows should have a tight-fitting screen capable of keeping
insects out and option B) only windows needed to meet ventilation requirements should be required to have
tight fitting screen capable of keeping insects out.

There was discussion among City Council members regarding ventilation requirements, the cost of
placing screens in odd sized windows, responsibility of replacing screens broken by renters, and the cost to
residents of running air conditioning as opposed to being able to open windows for ventilation.

City Council had a consensus to move forward with option B, with the possibility of making
changes to include one window per room would have a screen to be discussed at time of approval of new
code.

Next on the agenda was a presentation by City Planner Lindsay Whitson on the 2020-2024 Capital
Improvement Plan Draft. Ms. Whitson gave an overview of what a Capital Improvement Plan is and stated
that a five-year plan is required by law in the state of Iowa. Ms. Whitson stated various City departments
submit projects, the Planning and Zoning Commission reviews them and each project is prioritized by using
a score sheet. Once Scored the projects are listed in order of priority and a Capital Improvement Plan is
drafted and presented to City Council for discussion. The complete draft will be brought to City Council
for review and approval at the June in-depth meeting.

Next on the agenda Community Development Director Jodi Royal-Goodwin gave a review of storm
shelter requirements per the 2015 International Building Codes adopted by the City of Muscatine. She
stated that any new construction to a critical services facility (Fire department. Police Department,
Ambulance and Schools) triggers the storm shelter requirement. She gave examples of other cities in Iowa
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